County, City, and Special-Purpose Government
	Role
	County
	City
	Special Purpose District

	Origin
(How do they start?)
	Created by GA Constitution/ State Legislatures
	Received its power from a charter.
	A government created for a single purpose. 

	Who is in charge?

	County commission
	Mayor
	Within certain guidelines, these districts are self-governing. 

	Purposes or 
Function
	To enforce state laws and provide state services at a local level. 
	Provides enhanced services. 
	Performs one specific job or task to provide for the public good. 

	Differences
	County services usually don’t provide utility services that are given by the city. 
	Cities provide public services like buses, cemeteries, etc. 
	Perform one task for the public good and it has to be voted on by the public. 

	Examples of Functions for each


	1.  Animal Control Services
2. Library Building and Planning Services
3. Emergency Services
	1. Fire Department
2. Police
3. Ambulance
	1. MARTA
2. GCPS School District
3. Hartsfield-Jackson Airport


